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KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON, SURFACE WATER DESIGN MANUAL, APPENDIX C

APPENDIX C
SMALL PROJECT DRAINAGE REQUIREMENTS

The drainage requirements in this appendix are for small scale residential and agricultural projects that
are subject to Small Project Drainage Review as determined in Section 1.1.2 of the Surface Water
Design Manual (SWDM). Small Project Drainage Review is a simplified alternative to the Full Drainage
Review process normally conducted by the County as part of its review of permits to evaluate a project's
compliance with the core and special requirements of the SWDM. The thrust of these requirements is to
provide for mitigation and control of increased runoff and pollution from development sites. For larger
developments, this typically involves engineering analysis and design of flow control facilities (e.g.,
detention ponds) to mitigate increased runoff, water quality treatment facilities (e.g., wetponds) to remove
pollutants from the runoff, and erosion and sediment controls (ESC) to minimize the discharge of
sediment-laden runoff and other pollutants during construction.

For small scale projects, required mitigation of runoff impacts can usually be achieved with simpler
measures that can be applied by a non-engineer. These include flow control BMPs (Best Management
Practices) such as splash blocks or gravel trenches to disperse or infiltrate runoff from impervious areas,
or reducing the amount of impervious area and preserving native vegetation. Such measures provide both
flow and water quality mitigation. Also included are simpler erosion and sediment control (ESC)
measures applicable to small projects to prevent the discharge of sediment and other pollutants during
construction. Examples of ESC measures include phasing or minimizing clearing, installing silt fences to
contain sediment on site, and placing straw or other mulching materials on exposed soils. It also includes
implementation of pollution prevention practices applicable to specific construction activities such as
proper use, handling, and storage of materials, chemicals, equipment, and fuel.

In most cases, the small project drainage requirements in this appendix can be met with submittals
prepared by contractors, architects, or homeowners without the involvement of a professional engineer.
For more information on the Small Project Drainage Review Process, see Reference Section C.5.1 (p. C-
121).

Why Flow control BMPs are Necessary for Small Projects

On undeveloped land, most rainwater soaks into the ground and flows slowly to nearby lakes and streams
through the upper layers of soil. When that same area is cleared or covered with an impervious surface,
the rainwater is no longer captured by dense vegetation and forest duff, but flows quickly and in greater
quantities across the site and through pipes and channels to streams and lakes. Also, as it flows over
developed surfaces (e.g., driveways, roads, lawns, and pastures), various pollutants generated by human
uses of the land are picked up and carried downstream. The increased quantities of runoff from the site,
when combined with increases from other sites, results in increased flooding and erosion of downstream
properties and damage to aquatic areas habitat. And, the pollutants collected by the runoff degrade the
water quality and habitat functions of streams, lakes, and wetlands. Larger developments address these
impacts by storing the runoff in engineered flow control facilities (e.g., detention or infiltration ponds or
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APPENDIX C SMALL PROJECT DRAINAGE REQUIREMENTS

vaults) that slowly release the runoff downstream and by treating the runoff in engineered water quality
facilities (e.g., wet ponds, biofiltration swales, or sand filters).

Controlling flows from small projects is just as important as controlling flows from large developments,
because the cumulative effect of uncontrolled flows from many small projects can be equivalent to those
from a single large project. For most small projects, however, engineered flow control facilities may not
be practicable or even warranted if the quantity of runoff from developed surfaces can be minimized,
dispersed, or otherwise infiltrated onsite through the use of flow control BMPs. The same holds true for
water quality facilities. While the primary focus of flow control BMPs is to mitigate increased runoff
quantities, they are also effective in mitigating increased pollution generated by developed surfaces.

Why ESC is Necessary

ESC measures are necessary because land disturbing activity associated with clearing and grading exposes
a site's soils to erosion by stormwater. The soil eroded from disturbed areas is referred to as sediment,
which is washed downstream and deposited in pipes, ditches, streams and lakes. Sediment deposited in a
pipe or ditch reduces its capacity to convey flows and can increase the likelihood of flooding. Sediment
deposited in streams clog the gravels that salmon use for spawning. Nutrients contained in the eroded soil
that reach lakes can upset the chemical balance of the lake, causing excessive growth of algae, milfoil, and
other plants, and decreasing recreational uses such as swimming, boating, and fishing. ESC measures are
typically used during construction to prevent soil erosion and/or transport of sediment downstream until
the site can be stabilized with vegetation cover/landscaping. Other construction activities such as the use,
handling, and storage of materials, chemicals, equipment, and fuel can result in contaminates coming into
contact with stormwater and potentially washed downstream. Therefore, pollution prevention measures
applicable to specific construction activities need to be implemented to avoid the discharge of pollutants
from the construction site.

Utility of Appendix C

For projects in Small Project Drainage Review, this appendix outlines the drainage requirements, flow
control BMPs, and ESC measures necessary to mitigate the stormwater impacts of development without
the construction of expensive stormwater facilities (i.e., flow control and water quality facilities). For
projects in Full Drainage Review or other types of drainage review, the flow control BMPs contained in
this appendix are referenced for application to any size or type of project as specified in the SWDM. In
fact, because flow control facilities cannot mitigate all the impacts from developed surfaces, flow control
BMPs are required to some extent on nearly all projects in drainage review regardless of whether
stormwater facilities are required (see SWDM Section 1.2.3.4, "Flow Control BMPs Requirement").

Organization of Appendix C

The information presented in this appendix is organized into five main sections as follows:
e Section C.1, "Small Project Drainage Review Requirements" (p. C-5)

e Section C.2, "Flow Control BMPs" (p. C-25)

e Section C.3, "Erosion and Sediment Control (ESC) Measures" (p. C-83)

e Section C.4, "Small Project Drainage Plan Specifications" (p. C-111)

e Section C.5, "Reference Section" (p. C-121)
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APPENDIX C — DEFINITIONS OF KEY TERMS

Definitions of Key Terms

Proper application of the small project drainage requirements in this appendix requires an understanding
of the following key terms and their definitions. These terms are highlighted in bold italic throughout
Appendix C. Other important terms are defined in the text when they are first introduced. These are
highlighted in italic when they are first introduced but are not highlighted throughout the appendix as are
key terms.

Agricultural project means any project located on, and proposing improvements consistent with, the
permitted uses of land zoned for Agriculture (A zoned lands) as defined in KCC 21A.08.

Civil engineer means a person licensed by the State of Washington as a professional engineer in civil
engineering.

Erosion hazard area is the critical area® designation, defined and regulated in KCC 21A, that is applied to
areas underlain by soils that are subject to severe erosion when disturbed. See the definition of this term
in KCC 21A.06 for more details.

Flood hazard area is the critical area designation, defined and regulated in KCC 21A, that is applied to
areas subject to inundation by a 100-year flood event or areas at risk from channel migration. See the
definition of this term in KCC 21A.06 for more details. Flood hazard areas generally include, but are
not limited to, aquatic areas (e.g., streams or lakes), wetlands, or closed depressions. A flood hazard
area may consist of the following components as determined by DDES: 100-year floodplain, zero-rise
flood fringe, zero-rise floodway, FEMA floodway, and channel migration zones.

Geotechnical engineer means a civil engineer licensed by the State of Washington who has at least four
years of professional employment as a geotechnical engineer in responsible charge, including
experience with landslide evaluation. Geotechnical engineers specialize in the design and
construction aspects of earth materials.

Land disturbing activity means any activity that results in a change in the existing soil cover, both
vegetative and non-vegetative, or the existing soil topography. Land disturbing activities include, but
are not limited to demolition, construction, clearing, grading, filling, excavation, and compaction.
Land disturbing activity does not include tilling conducted as part of agricultural practices, landscape
maintenance, or gardening.

Landslide hazard area is the critical area designation, defined and regulated in KCC 21A, that is applied
to areas subject to severe risk of landslide due to topography, soil conditions, and geology. See the
definition of this term in KCC 21A.06 for more details.

Engineering geologist means a person licensed by the State of Washington as a geologist specializing in
evaluating geologic site characteristics to determine the responses of geologic processes and materials
to development activities, such as removal of vegetation; construction activities such as earthwork;
applying loads in foundations and embankments; use of earth materials in construction; and
modifying ground water flow.

Native vegetated surface means a surface in which the soil conditions, ground cover, and species of
vegetation are like those of the original native condition for the site. More specifically, this means (1)
the soil is either undisturbed or has been treated according to the "native vegetated landscape™
specifications in Appendix C, Section C.2.1.8; (2) the ground is either naturally covered with
vegetation litter or has been top-dressed with 4 inches of hog fuel (or other suitable mulch) consistent
with the native vegetated landscape specifications in Appendix C; and (3) the vegetation is either (a)
comprised predominantly of plant species, other than noxious weeds, that are indigenous to the coastal
region of the Pacific Northwest and that reasonably could have been expected to occur naturally on the
site or (b) comprised of plant species specified for a native vegetated landscape in Appendix C.
Examples of these plant species include trees such as Douglas fir, western hemlock, western red cedar,

L Critical area includes the following types of hazard or habitat areas defined and regulated in KCC 21A: coal mine hazard area,
erosion hazard area, flood hazard area, landslide hazard area, seismic hazard area, steep slope hazard area, volcanic hazard
area, aquatic area, wetland, wildlife habitat conservation area, wildlife habitat network, and critical aquifer recharge area.

2009 Surface Water Design Manual — Appendix C 1/9/2009
C-3



APPENDIX C SMALL PROJECT DRAINAGE REQUIREMENTS

alder, big-leaf maple and vine maple; shrubs such as willow, elderberry, salmonberry and salal; and
herbaceous plants such as sword fern, foam flower, and fireweed.

New impervious surface means the addition of a hard or compacted surface like roofs, pavement, gravel,
or dirt; or the addition of a more compacted surface, like paving over pre-existing dirt or gravel.

New pervious surface means the conversion of a native vegetated surface or other native surface to a non-
native pervious surface (e.g., conversion of forest or meadow to pasture land, grass land, cultivated
land, lawn, landscaping, bare soil, etc.), or any alteration of existing non-native pervious surface that
significantly increases surface and storm water runoff (e.g., conversion of pasture land, grass land, or
cultivated land to lawn, landscaping, or bare soil; or alteration of soil characteristics).

Pollution-generating impervious surface is an impervious surface considered to be a significant source of
pollutants in surface and storm water runoff. Such surfaces include those subject to vehicular use
(e.g., driveways, parking areas, roadways, etc.) or storage of erodible or leachable materials, wastes,
or chemicals, and which receive direct rainfall or the run-on or blow-in of rainfall. Metal roofs are
also considered pollution-generating impervious surface unless they are treated to prevent leaching.
See the "Definitions" section of the SWDM for more details on this term.

Project site means that portion of a site and any offsite areas subject to proposed project activities,
alterations, and improvements including those required by this appendix.

Replaced impervious surface means any existing impervious surface on the project site that is proposed
to be removed and re-established as impervious surface, excluding impervious surface removed for
the sole purpose of installing utilities or performing maintenance. For the purposes of this definition,
removed means the removal of buildings down to bare soil or the removal of Portland cement
concrete (PCC) slabs and pavement or asphaltic concrete (AC) pavement. It does not include the
removal of pavement material through grinding or other surface modification unless the entire layer of
PCC or AC is removed.

Single family residential project means any project that (a) constructs or modifies a single family
dwelling unit, (b) makes improvements (e.g., driveways, roads, outbuildings, play courts, etc.) or
clears native vegetation on a lot that contains or will contain a single family dwelling unit, or (c) is a
plat, short plat, or boundary line adjustment that creates or adjusts lots that will contain single family
dwelling units.

Site (a.k.a. development site), as used in this appendix, means a single parcel, or two or more contiguous
parcels that are under common ownership or documented legal control, used as a single parcel for
purposes of applying for authority from King County to carry out a development/project proposal.

Steep slope hazard area is the critical area designation, defined and regulated in KCC 21A, that is applied
to areas on a slope of 40% or more within a vertical elevation change of at least 10 feet. See the
definition of this term in KCC 21A.06 for more details.

Target impervious surface, as used in this appendix, means that portion of a site's impervious surface
required to be mitigated by flow control BMPs. For projects on small sites/lots (<22,000 square
feet), target impervious surface is as specified in Section C.1.3.1 (e.g., roof area or equivalent when
applying the full dispersion or full infiltration flow control BMPs). For projects on large sites/lots
(=22,000 square feet), target impervious surface is all new impervious surface and replaced
impervious surface together with any existing impervious surface added on or after January 8, 2001
(the effective date of the Endangered Species Act "take prohibition™ issued by the federal government
to protect Puget Sound Chinook salmon). Note: any impervious surface on the site other than target
impervious surface may be mitigated by flow control BMPs in trade for not mitigating an equivalent-
sized area of target impervious surface.

1/9/2009
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C.1 SMALL PROJECT DRAINAGE REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

Small Project Drainage Review is required for any proposed single family residential project or
agricultural project that results in 2,000 square feet or more of new impervious surface, replaced
impervious surface, or new plus replaced impervious surface, or 7,000 square feet or more of land
disturbing activity, and meets one of the following criteria:

e The project will result in no more than 10,000 square feet of total impervious surface added on or
after January 8, 2001 (the effective date of the Endangered Species Act “take prohibition” issued by
the Federal government to protect Puget Sound Chinook Salmon), no more than 5,000 square feet of
new impervious surface, and no more than 35,000 square feet of new pervious surface (for sites
zoned as RA, F, or A, the new pervious surface threshold may be increased to 52,500 square feet or
to the remaining portion of the site if 65% or more of the site is preserved in native vegetation by
clearing limit, covenant, easement, or tract), OR

e The project will result in no more than 10,000 square feet™® of total impervious surface added on or

after January 8, 2001 and its new pervious surface area will be no more than 35,000 square feet
minus 3.25 times the area of new impervious surface being proposed by the project (for sites larger
than 22,000 square feet, a factor of 2.25 may be used instead of 3.25, and for sites zoned as RA, F, or
A, the allowable amount of new pervious surface calculated herein may be increased by 50% or may
be the remaining portion of site if 65% or more of the site is preserved in native vegetation by
clearing limit, covenant, easement, or tract), OR

e The project will result in no more than 4% total impervious surface and 15% new pervious surface
on a single parcel site zoned as RA or F, or on a single or multiple parcel site zoned as A, AND all
impervious surface area, except 10,000 square feet of it, will be set back from its natural location of
discharge from the site at least 100 feet for every 10,000 square feet of total impervious area.

Note: for the purposes applying this threshold to a proposed single family residential subdivision (i.e.,
plat or short plat project), the impervious surface coverage assumed on each created lot shall be 4,000
square feet (8,000 square feet if the site is zoned as RA) or the maximum allowed by KCC 21A.12.030,
whichever is less. A lower impervious surface coverage may be assumed for any lot in which the lower
impervious surface coverage is set as the maximum through a declaration of covenant recorded for the
lot. Also, the new pervious surface assumed on each created lot shall be the entire lot area, except the
assumed impervious portion and any portion in which native conditions are preserved by a clearing limit
per KCC 16.82, a covenant or easement recorded for the lot, or a tract dedicated by the proposed
subdivision.

All projects subject to Small Project Drainage Review must comply with the following two basic
mitigation requirements in this appendix:

1. Apply flow control BMPs to developed surfaces as directed in Section C.1.3 (p. C-13), and

2. Apply erosion and sediment control (ESC) measures to disturbed areas during construction as
directed in Section C.1.4 (p. C-20).

To show how these requirements will be met, project applicants must submit drainage plans and
supporting documentation as directed in Section C.1.5 (p. C-23).

In addition, some small projects may have site-specific or project-specific drainage concerns or
requirements that must be addressed by a civil engineer or County engineering review staff. Examples
include the presence of flood, erosion, or landslide hazards on or near the site, safe conveyance of
stormwater through the site, and application of special drainage requirements. The County will identify
any such issues during Small Project Drainage Review and will require a separate Targeted Drainage
Review in addition to Small Project Drainage Review to address them (see Section C.1.2, p. C-9). This
may require the additional submittal of site information, reports, and/or engineering plans signed and
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SECTION C.1 SMALL PROJECT DRAINAGE REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

stamped by a civil engineer. For more information on how Targeted Drainage Review relates to Small
Project Drainage Review, see Reference Section C.5.1 (p. C-121).

Use Section C.1.1 (below) to determine the scope of requirements, if any, that must be addressed by a civil
engineer and/or County engineering review staff under Targeted Drainage Review, and learn where to
look to determine the scope of requirements for application of flow control BMPs and ESC measures and
submittal of information necessary for Small Project Drainage Review.

C.1.1 PROCEDURE FOR DETERMINING REQUIREMENTS

The following questionnaire/flow chart (Table C.1.1.A) is intended to be a guide for determining the

scope of requirements that will apply to a project in Small Project Drainage Review, and Targeted

Drainage Review if applicable. It will refer or direct you to more specific information on the application

of requirements found in subsequent subsections, and in some cases, King County Code.

TABLE C.1.1.A QUESTIONNAIRE/FLOW CHART FOR DETERMINING REQUIREMENTS

No. Question If YES If NO

1. Is the proposed project Go to the next question. The project does not need to
subject to drainage review as meet the requirements of the
determined by consulting SWDM or this appendix.
DDES? or Section 1.1.1 of the
SWDM.

2. Is the project subject to Small | Step through the following Full Drainage Review, Targeted
Project Drainage Review as questions to (1) determine the Drainage Review, or Large
determined in Section C.1 (p. | scope of requirements, if any, Project Drainage Review is
C-5) and confirmed with that must be addressed by a required as specified in the
DDES? civil engineer and/or DDES SWDM, and engineering plans

under Targeted Drainage signed and stamped by a civil
Review, and (2) learn where to | engineer must be submitted to
look to determine the scope of | DDES. Use the SWDM and not
requirements for application of | this appendix to determine

flow control BMPs and ESC drainage review requirements.
measures and submittal of

information necessary for Small

Project Drainage Review.

3. Does the site contain or is it A notice on title will be required | Skip to Question 7 (p. C-8).
adjacent to a flood hazard as specified in KCC 21A.24.170
area as determined by DDES | and associated public rule, and
through a "critical area review" | any proposed structures or
per KCC 21A.24.1007? substantial improvements within

the 100-year floodplain will
require a FEMA Elevation
Certificate completed by a civil
engineer or land surveyor per
KCC 21A.24.270. See Section
C.1.2.1 (p. C-10) for further
details. Go to the next question.

2 DDES means the King County Department of Development and Environmental Services, which is the department responsible
for conducting drainage review of proposed projects that are subject to a King County development permit or approval.
Applicants for a permit or approval should contact DDES permit review staff prior to submittal to determine/confirm that
drainage review is required, and if so, what type of drainage review is appropriate. Applicants may also arrange a predesign
meeting with DDES permit review staff to confirm the type of drainage review and scope of drainage requirements that apply to
the proposed project.

1/9/2009 2009 Surface Water Design Manual — Appendix C
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C.1.1 PROCEDURE FOR DETERMINING REQUIREMENTS

TABLE C.1.1.A QUESTIONNAIRE/FLOW CHART FOR DETERMINING REQUIREMENTS

No. Question If YES If NO

4, Has the 100-year floodplain
boundary and base flood
elevation® been determined
for the flood hazard area
based on available flood
hazard data and deemed
acceptable by DDES in
accordance with KCC
21A.24.230?

The floodplain boundary and
base flood elevation must be
shown on the project's site
plans and on the face of any
recorded documents if the
project is a subdivision. See
Section C.1.2.1 (p. C-10) for
further details. Go to the next
question.

A floodplain study in accordance
with Section 4.4.2 of the SWDM
must be completed by a civil
engineer (or authorized
agency) to determine the
appropriate floodplain boundary
and base flood elevation that
will be used by DDES to
evaluate the proposed project's
compliance with the flood
hazard area development
standards in KCC 21A.24. See
Section C.1.2.1

(p. C-10) for further details and
requirements. Go to the next
question.

The project site must be

5. Is the project site portion of | Go to the next question.

the site located on land that is
entirely outside of the 100-
year floodplain boundary and
above the base flood elevation
determined in Question 1?

relocated to land that is outside
of the 100-year floodplain and
above the base flood elevation,
or a civil engineer must
evaluate and modify the project
as needed to comply with the
standards in KCC 21A.24 for
development within the
floodplain. This may require a
major floodplain study in
accordance with Section 4.4.2
of the SWDM to determine the
floodway boundary of the flood
hazard area. See Section
C.1.2.1 (p. C-10) for further
details and requirements. Go to
the next question.

Has a channel migration
zone* been mapped by King
County for the flood hazard
area?

The severe and moderate
channel migration hazard area
boundaries must be delineated
on the project's site plans and
on any recorded documents if
the project is a subdivision.
DDES will review the proposed
project for compliance with the
channel migration zone
development standards in KCC
21A.24.275. Go to the next
question.

Go to the next question.

3 Base flood elevation is the elevation of the 100-year floodplain, at the project site, that has been determined in accordance

with the standards in KCC 21A.24.230.

Channel migration zone means those areas within the lateral extent of likely stream channel movement that are subject to risk
due to stream bank destabilization, rapid stream incision, stream bank erosion and shifts in the location of stream channels, as
shown on King County’s Channel Migration Zone maps. The channel migration zone includes two additional components, the
severe channel migration hazard area, which includes the present channel width plus the area at greatest risk of lateral
movement, and the moderate channel migration hazard area, which is the remaining portion of the channel migration zone.

4
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SECTION C.1 SMALL PROJECT DRAINAGE REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

TABLE C.1.1.A QUESTIONNAIRE/FLOW CHART FOR DETERMINING REQUIREMENTS

No.

Question

If YES

If NO

Does the site contain or is it
adjacent to an erosion

hazard area as determined by
DDES through a "critical area
review" per KCC 21A.24.1007?

DDES may require additional
flow control or ESC measures
designed by a civil engineer to
avoid impacts to these areas.
See Section C.1.2.2 (p. C-11)
for further details. Go to the
next question.

Go to the next question.

Does the site contain or is it
adjacent to a steep slope
hazard area or landslide
hazard area as determined by
DDES through a "critical area
review" per KCC 21A.24.1007?

DDES will review the project for
compliance with the develop-
ment standards for these hazard
areas as specified in KCC
21A.24. The DDES staff
geologist must approve all
drainage systems for the project
and may require a geotechnical
analysis. A tightline designed
by a civil engineer may be
required to safely convey any
concentrated runoff through the
hazard area. See Section
C.1.2.3 (p. C-11) for further
details. Go to the next question.

Go to the next question.

Is the project located in a
basin planning area,
community planning area,
Critical Drainage Area (CDA),
or other area with adopted
area-specific drainage
requirements AND does the
project exceed the minimum
thresholds for these drainage
requirements as determined
by DDES (see Section
C.1.2.4, p. C-12)?

The project must meet the area-
specific drainage requirements,
some of which may require
drainage systems or measures
designed by a civil engineer.
DDES will determine which
requirements are applicable and
if engineering plans signed and
stamped by a civil engineer are
required. Go to the next
question

Go to the next question.

10.

Is the project proposing 1 acre
or more of land disturbing
activity (see Section C.1.2.5,
p. C-12)?

ESC plans signed and stamped
by a civil engineer are required
to address compliance with the
ESC standards for larger
projects specified in the SWDM.
Go to the next question.

Go to the next question.

11.

Is the project proposing to
construct or modify a drainage
pipe or ditch that is 12 inches
or more in diameter/depth, or
does the project site receive
surface or storm water from a
drainage pipe or ditch that is
12 inches or more in
diameter/depth (see Section
C.1.2.6, p. C-12)?

Engineering plans signed and
stamped by a civil engineer are
required to address compliance
with the Targeted Drainage
Review requirements pertaining
to constructed or modified
conveyance systems in the
SWDM. Go to the next
question.

Go to the next question.

12.

Are there any other drainage
features onsite (swales,
ditches, etc.) that may impact
the proposed project or
downstream properties or be
impacted by the project?

Engineering analysis by a civil
engineer may be required.
DDES staff will need to assess
features. Go to the next
question.

Go to the next question.
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C.1.1 PROCEDURE FOR DETERMINING REQUIREMENTS

TABLE C.1.1.A QUESTIONNAIRE/FLOW CHART FOR DETERMINING REQUIREMENTS
No. Question If YES If NO
13. |[Is the proposed project on a Apply flow control BMPs in Apply flow control BMPs in
site/lot smaller than 22,000 accordance with the Small Lot | compliance with the Large Lot
square feet? BMP Requirements in Section BMP Requirements in Section
C.1.3.1 (p. C-13) and the Flow |[C.1.3.2 (p. C-15) and the Flow
Control BMP Implementation Control BMP Implementation
Requirements in Section C.1.3.3 | Requirements in Section C.1.3.3
(p. C-18). (p. C-18).
Apply ESC measures in Apply ESC measures in
accordance with Section C.1.4 | accordance with Section C.1.4
(p. C-20). (p. C-20).
Comply with the small project Comply with the small project
submittal requirements in submittal requirements in
Section C.1.5 (p. C-23) Section C.1.5 (p. C-23)

C.1.2 TARGETED DRAINAGE REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

Targeted Drainage Review is usually required in addition to Small Project Drainage Review for any
projects that have one or more of the following characteristics as determined by DDES:

e The project's drainage or improvements may impact or be impacted by the presence of certain critical
areas (i.e., streams, lakes, wetlands, flood hazard areas, erosion hazard areas, steep slope hazard
areas, and landslide hazard areas).

e The project is subject to additional drainage requirements by virtue of its location in areas where
special drainage requirements have been adopted.

e The project proposes 1 acre or more of land disturbing activity.

e The project proposes to construct or modify a drainage pipe/ditch that is 12 inches or more in size or
depth or receives runoff from a drainage pipe/ditch that is 12 inches or more in size or depth.

e The project has other concerns that require evaluation, analysis, and/or design by civil engineer.

For some small projects in Targeted Drainage Review, DDES permit review staff may be able to address
some of the above concerns/requirements without a civil engineer through approval of the flow control
BMPs/ESC measures in this appendix combined with increased setbacks, geotechnical review, or permit
approval conditions. In other cases, a civil engineer will be required to address specific requirements in
the SWDM and submit engineering plans.

Note: Targeted Drainage Review is not a substitute for a Critical Area Review. Small project proposals
are not exempted from applicable requirements of KCC 21A.24 (critical areas regulations) including
critical area reports, notices on title, buffers, building setbacks, and development standards/alterations.
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SECTION C.1 SMALL PROJECT DRAINAGE REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

C.1.21 FLOOD HAZARD AREAS

Some small projects may be on sites that contain or are adjacent to a flood hazard area for a stream, lake,
wetland, closed depression,® marine shoreline, or other water feature as determined by DDES through a
critical area review. If the project is on such a site, the 100-year floodplain boundary and base flood
elevation, at a minimum, must be determined and shown on the project's site plans® and on the face of any
recorded documents for a subdivision. If the flood hazard area includes a channel migration zone
mapped by King County, the severe and moderate channel migration hazard area boundaries must also be
delineated on the project's site plans and on any recorded documents if the project is a subdivision. DDES
will review the proposed project for compliance with the channel migration zone development standards
in KCC 21A.24.275.

The floodplain and base flood elevation may be identified from an already completed 100-year
floodplain study approved by DDES in accordance with KCC 21A.24.230. Examples of approved
floodplain studies include the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) mapping of the 100-year
floodplain and base flood elevation, and floodplain mapping completed by the King County Department
of Natural Resources, Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD).

If an approved floodplain study does not exist for the site, one must be prepared by a civil engineer in
accordance with the methods and procedures in Section 4.4.2 of the SWDM. For some sites, if the project
site is at least 10 feet above the ordinary high water mark or 2 feet above the downstream overflow
elevation of a water feature, a simplified study per Section 4.4.2 may be used to identify an "approximate"
floodplain boundary and base flood elevation. In some cases, DDES engineering review staff, in lieu of a
civil engineer, may identify this approximate floodplain boundary and base flood elevation based on
elevation information provided by the applicant's land surveyor. ’

If any portion of the project is within the 100-year floodplain, the 100-year floodway boundary must also
be determined and shown on the project's site plans and on the face of any recorded documents for a
subdivision. As with the floodplain boundary and base flood elevation, a floodplain study may be
required in accordance with Section 4.4.2 of the SWDM to determine the floodway if one has not already
been completed and approved by DDES for the site.

If the flood hazard area includes a King County-mapped channel migration zone, the two component
channel migration hazard area boundaries (severe and moderate) must be shown on the project's site plans
and on the face of any recorded documents for a subdivision.

DDES uses all of the flood hazard area information determined above to review a project for compliance
with FEMA regulations and the County's flood hazard area regulations in KCC 21A.24. If DDES staff
determines that the proposed project meets these regulations for building in or near a floodplain, the
permit may be approved with specific conditions to ensure the project does not impact the floodplain and
that a flood will have minimal impact on the project site. Examples of conditions could include:

e Building on a portion of the site where the existing ground is higher than the 100-year flood elevation,

¢ Building within the flood fringe using a pier or pile foundation to provide unrestricted flow through
the foundation area,

e Placing no fill within any portion of the floodplain without providing equivalent compensating
storage.

Closed depression means an area greater than 5,000 square feet at overflow elevation that is low-lying and that has no or such
a limited surface water outlet that the area acts as a stormwater retention facility. The primary loss of water volume from a
closed depression is through evapotranspiration and discharge into the ground rather than surface flow.

Note: for single family residential permits and permits for agricultural projects, DDES may waive the requirement for
floodplain delineation on the site plan, provided the plan notes that a floodplain exists and indicates the base flood elevation.

" Land surveyor means a person licensed by the State of Washington as a professional land surveyor.
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C.1.2 TARGETED DRAINAGE REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

For permits proposing a building within the 100-year floodplain, a "FEMA Elevation Certificate" must
be completed by a civil engineer or land surveyor and submitted to DDES after the foundation is
constructed but prior to the framing approval. The certificate documents the elevation of the lowest
finished floor of the building as determined by or under the direction of a civil engineer or land
surveyor. This certificate is often required by mortgage companies, and it helps the homeowner obtain
proper flood insurance and maintain accurate insurance ratings for flood-prone areas.

Prior to permit approval (or in the case of a short plat, at or before recording), a notice on title must be
recorded for the site (or the individual lots of a short plat project) as specified in KCC 21A.24.170 and its
associated public rule. The notice on title must note that a flood hazard area exists and that no fill or
alteration is allowed within the flood hazard area. The base flood elevation must also be noted.

If DDES staff determines that the proposed project does not meet FEMA or County regulations for
building in or near a floodplain, the applicant may be required to hire a civil engineer to address
compliance with these regulations. If the project site is partially or fully located in the mapped 100-year
floodway, the permit may be denied as federal and County regulations prohibit building structures in the
floodway.

C.1.2.2 EROSION HAZARD AREAS

Some projects may drain to or be on sites that contain an erosion hazard area, which is a critical area
defined and regulated in KCC 21A. Vegetation removal and grading make erosion hazard areas prone to
erosion and sediment transport, and the point discharge® of stormwater runoff can cause erosion in such
areas even if they are well vegetated. Small projects determined to drain to these areas may be required to
provide additional flow control BMPs or other measures that must be engineered. In addition, more strict
ESC measures may be required as well as a notice on title as specified in KCC 21A.24. If flow control
and erosion and sediment control cannot be adequately addressed by the flow control BMPs and ESC
measures in this appendix, DDES may require a civil engineer to provide a site-specific construction
sequence and engineered site improvement/ESC plans.

C.1.2.3 STEEP SLOPE AND LANDSLIDE HAZARD AREAS

Some projects may drain to or be on sites that contain or are adjacent to a steep slope hazard area or a
landslide hazard area. Storm runoff not properly controlled can cause erosion, landslides, raveling, and
instability. Point discharge of runoff is not allowed near or onto these areas. Flow control BMPs may be
allowed if installed according to the design requirements and specifications in Section C.2.

All drainage systems on or near steep slope hazard areas or landslide hazard areas must be approved by
the DDES staff geologist.

If flow control BMPs are not adequate to prevent adverse impacts to a steep slope hazard area or
landslide hazard area as determined by the DDES staff geologist, a tightline® may be constructed to
convey the runoff to a stable discharge point with adequate energy dissipation. The location of the
discharge point must be onsite or within a drainage easement or public right-of-way. The tightline must
conform to the materials and design requirements of Section 4.2 of the Surface Water Design Manual and
must be approved by a geotechnical engineer, engineering geologist, or the DDES staff geologist.

Tightlines typically require design by a civil engineer in accordance with Section 4.2.2.1 of the Surface
Water Design Manual. However, for a simple installation serving one lot, DDES engineering and/or
geotechnical staff may provide a standardized design if they determine that the standardized tightline and
energy dissipation system is appropriate. Note: For most small projects with less than 10,000 square feet
of impervious surface, the tightline system may be constructed using 6-inch diameter "solid wall

Point discharge means a concentrated flow from a pipe, ditch, or other similar drainage feature.

Tightline means a continuous length of pipe that conveys water from one point to another (typically down a steep slope) with no
inlets or collection points in between.
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SECTION C.1 SMALL PROJECT DRAINAGE REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

Cl24

C.1.25

C.1.2.6

polyethylene (SWPE) pipe" with a standard outfall. See Figure 4.2.2.D of the Surface Water Design
Manual for an example tightline outfall.

ADOPTED AREA-SPECIFIC DRAINAGE REQUIREMENTS

Some projects may be subject to additional drainage requirements and/or engineering analysis by virtue of
their location in an area where special drainage requirements have been adopted via a basin plan, salmon
conservation plan, stormwater compliance plan, lake management plan, flood hazard reduction plan, etc.
Projects located in such areas must comply with these requirements if the requirements are more stringent
than the requirements of this appendix as determined by DDES.

Engineering analysis and/or engineering plans signed and stamped by a civil engineer may be required to
comply with these requirements or show that the project is exempt or below the threshold for application
of specific requirements. DDES staff will determine which requirements apply and the extent of
engineering analysis required. When engineering analysis shows that a requirement threshold will not be
exceeded, the project's applicant, contractors, and inspectors must be notified of any actions or limitations
necessary to prevent that threshold from being exceeded.

ONE ACRE OR MORE OF LAND DISTURBING ACTIVITY

Small projects proposing 1 acre or more of land disturbing activity typically necessitate more expert
attention to required ESC and other pollution prevention measures. Consequently, a construction
stormwater pollution prevention (CSWPP) plan will need to be prepared in accordance with the CSWPP
plan requirements for larger projects specified in Chapter 2 of the SWDM. In order to comply with these
requirements, an engineered CSWPP plan and limited scope Technical Information Report (TIR) signed
and stamped by a civil engineer will be required. DDES may waive this requirement if the site's
topography is such that no more than 1 acre of disturbed area will drain to one location.

PIPES/DITCHES TWELVE INCHES OR MORE IN SIZE OR DEPTH

Small projects that propose to construct or modify a drainage pipe/ditch that is 12 inches or more in size
or depth or that receive runoff from a drainage pipe/ditch that is 12 inches or more in size or depth, must
submit engineering plans meeting the requirements outlined for Targeted Drainage Review Category #2
(see Section 1.1.2.2 of the Surface Water Design Manual). This requirement may be waived by DDES for
driveway culverts less than 25 feet in length that match downstream and upstream culvert sizes.
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C.1.3 APPLICATION OF FLOW CONTROL BMPS

C.1.3 APPLICATION OF FLOW CONTROL BMPS

Flow control BMPs are methods and designs for dispersing, infiltrating, or otherwise reducing or
preventing development-related increases in runoff at or near the sources of those increases. Flow control
BMPs include, but are not limited to, preservation and use of native vegetated surfaces to fully disperse
runoff; use of other pervious surfaces to disperse runoff; roof downspout infiltration; permeable
pavements; rainwater harvesting; vegetated roofs; and reduction of development footprint.

For projects subject to Small Project Drainage Review, the application of flow control BMPs is mandatory
for individual lot projects (i.e., projects not subdividing land) and is optional for subdivision projects
unless otherwise specified by DDES. For individual lot projects, flow control BMPs must be applied as
specified by one of the following two sets of BMP requirements, whichever is applicable based on the size
of site/lot:

e "Small Lot BMP Requirements" (for sites/lots <22,000 square feet), Section C.1.3.1
e "Large Lot BMP Requirements"” (for sites/lots >22,000 square feet), Section C.1.3.2

These requirements specify both the order of preference for selection of flow control BMPs and their
extent of application to the developed surfaces of an individual lot project. This application of
requirements is illustrated by the flow chart in Figure C.1.3.A (p. C-123). In addition, the implementation
of flow control BMPs by projects on either size of site/lot must be in accordance with the "BMP
Implementation Requirements" detailed in Section C.1.3.3.

If the proposed project is a single family residential subdivision (i.e., plat or short plat project), the
application of flow control BMPs for future anticipated improvements on the lots created by the
subdivision may be deferred until an individual lot project is proposed for permit approval on each lot.
Alternatively, the BMPs required for anticipated improvements on each lot may be installed as part of the
subdivision project if the applicant so chooses. In either case, the required application of BMPs, in terms
of order of preference and extent of application to developed surfaces, is the same as that for an
individual lot project (i.e., as specified in Sections C.1.3.1 or C.1.3.2, and C.1.3.3).

Note: road right-of-way improvements constructed as part of a subdivision project may require
implementation of flow control BMPs or other mitigation as determined necessary by DDES.

C.1.3.1 SMALL LOT BMP REQUIREMENTS

Any proposed project that is on an individual site/lot smaller than 22,000 square feet must comply with
the flow control BMP application requirements in this section.

A. MITIGATION OF IMPERVIOUS SURFACE

For projects subject to small lot BMP requirements, flow control BMPs must be applied to the project's
target impervious surface according to the order of preference and extent of application specified in the
following requirements:

1. The feasibility and applicability of full dispersion as detailed in Section C.2.1 (p. C-26) must be
evaluated for the roof area (or an impervious area of equivalent size) on the site/lot. If feasible and
applicable, full dispersion of roof runoff must be implemented as part of the proposed project.
Typically, small lot full dispersion will be applicable only in subdivisions where enough forest was
preserved by tract, easement, or covenant to meet the minimum requirements for full dispersion in
Section C.2.1.1 (p. C-26). If this first requirement is met for the site/lot, no other flow control BMPs
are required for mitigation of impervious surface, and the remaining requirements below are optional.

2. Where full dispersion of roof runoff (or equivalent) is not feasible or applicable, or will cause
flooding or erosion impacts, the feasibility and applicability of full infiltration as detailed in Section
C.2.2 (p. C-41) must be evaluated for roof runoff (note, this will require a soils report for the site/lot).

2009 Surface Water Design Manual — Appendix C 1/9/2009
C-13



SECTION C.1 SMALL PROJECT DRAINAGE REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

If feasible and applicable, full infiltration of roof runoff must be implemented as part of the
proposed project. If this requirement or the full dispersion requirement above is met for the site/lot,
no other flow control BMPs are required, and the remaining requirements below are optional.

3. Where full dispersion or full infiltration of roof runoff as specified in Requirements 1 and 2 above is
not feasible or applicable, or will cause flooding or erosion impacts, one or more of the following
BMPs must be applied to (or used to mitigate for) an impervious area equal to at least 10% of the
site/lot for site/lot sizes up to 11,000 square feet and at least 20% of the site/lot for site/lot sizes
between 11,000 and 22,000 square feet. For projects located within a critical aquifer recharge
area,'° these impervious area amounts must be doubled. The BMPs listed below may be located
anywhere on the site/lot subject to the limitations and design specifications for each BMP. These
BMPs must be implemented as part of the proposed project.

e Limited Infiltration (see Section C.2.3)

e Basic Dispersion (see Section C.2.4),

e Rain Garden (see Section C.2.5),

e Permeable Pavement (see Section C.2.6),

e Rainwater Harvesting (see Section C.2.7),

e Vegetated Roof (see Section C.2.8),

e Reduced Impervious Surface Credit (see Section C.2.9),
¢ Native Growth Retention Credit (see Section C.2.10).

4. Any proposed pipe connection of roof downspouts to the local drainage system*! must be via a
perforated pipe connection as detailed in Section C.2.11.

B. MITIGATION OF NEW PERVIOUS SURFACE

For projects subject to small lot BMP requirements, no flow control BMPs are required for new pervious
surface. Note, however, that KCC 16.82.100(G) requires amendment of the soil to mitigate for lost
moisture holding capacity in any area that has been compacted or that h